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[Abstract]  Malocclusion is one of the three most common oral diseases reported by World Health Organization
(WHO). In China, its incidence rate is rising. Malocclusion seriously affects the dental and maxillofacial function, facial
appearance and growth development of nearly 260 million children in China, and what is more, it affects their physical
and mental health development. Malocclusion occurrence is related to genetic and environmental factors. Early treatment
of malocclusion can create a good dental and maxillofacial development environment, correct abnormal growth and con-
trol the adverse effects of abnormal genetic factors. It can effectively reduce the prevalence of children’s malocclusion
and enhance their physical and mental health. This is an urgent need from the economic perspective of our society, so it
has great practical and social significance. Experts from the project group “standard diagnose and treatment protocols for
early orthodontic intervention of malocclusions of children” which initiated by China National Health Institute of Hospi-
tal Administration wrote the “China Experts’ Consensus on Preventive and Interceptive Orthodontic Treatments of Mal-
occlusions of Children”, which aims to guide and popularize the clinical practice, improve the clinical theory and prac-
tice level, and accelerate the disciplinary development of early treatment of children’s malocclusion in China. The con-
sensus elaborates the harmfulness of malocclusion and the necessity of early treatment, and brings up the principles and
fundamental contents. Based on the law of dental and maxillofacial development, this paper puts forward the guiding sug-
gestions of preventive and interceptive treatments in different stages of dental development ranging from fetus to early
permanent dentition. It is a systematic project to promote and standardize the early treatment of malocclusion. Through
scientific and comprehensive stratified clinical practice and professional training, the clinical system of early treatment of
malocclusion in China will eventually be perfected, so as to comprehensively care for children’s dental and maxillofacial
health, and improve their oral and physical health in China.
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