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Abstract: The secretory effects of 5-hydroxydopamine (5-OHDA) were tested in Nembutal-anaesthetized adult male Sprague-Dawley rats injected I.V. over a wide range of doses, with and without various autonomic antagonists and Ca2+ channel blockers. Polyacrylamide disc gel (15 %) and iso-electric focusing (IEF) electrophoresis by the PhastSystem were used to separate and determine the types of protein in submandibular saliva. Amylase activity of parotid saliva was determined by the blue dextran method. Salivation by the submandibular glands following application of 5-OHDA was completely abolished by both prazosin and propranolol, whereas salivation by the parotid glands was completely abolished by propranolol alone. Following application of 5-OHDA, there was a dose-related increase in flow rates and total output of protein, but not in the protein concentration and amylase activity, from both salivary glands. The effect of 5-OHDA on submandibular saliva was significantly reduced by alpha-adrenoceptor blockers, but not by beta-adrenoceptor and cholinergic blockers, nor by any Ca2+ channel blocker. The effect of 5-OHDA on the parotid gland was not significantly altered by atropine and phentolamine. However, after pretreatment with reserpine, a 95 % reduction was observed in the salivation from the submandibular gland. This implies that 5-OHDA is mostly acting indirectly via release of noradrenaline. The proteins in submandibular saliva following treatment with 5-OHDA alone or 5-OHDA in combination with beta-adrenoceptor blockers were mainly of the alpha-type, whereas after treatment with 5-OHDA in combination with alpha-adrenoceptor blockers they were of the beta-type. The alpha-type was found in saliva after treatment with each of three Ca2+ channel blockers. 
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